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One free copy to all homes in The Lizard.
Deadline - 20th each month; see p 58
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“GRAND CHARITY AUCTION”
in aid of The Lizard Lifeboat

FRIDAY APRIL 13th 2018
BIDDING STARTS AT 7.30PM in
“THE LIGHTHOUSE BAR”
THE LIZARD FOOTBALL CLUB

“Lots of Lots” and lots of Laughs!
do come and join us to help raise funds for
your lifeboat and her crews …………
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Important Contact Numbers
Emergency Services: 999
Police (non-emergency): 101
Helston Police Station: 08452 777444
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111
Transport Police: 0800 405040
Doctors Surgeries
Lizard: 290415 Mullion: 240212
Opening hours for Lizard Surgery:Monday: 2pm - 5.30pm (appointments 3 - 5pm)
Tuesday: 9am - 12noon (appointments 9.10 - 11.10am)
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 9am - 12noon (appointments 9.10 - 11.10am)
Friday: 2pm - 5.30pm (appointments 3 - 5pm)
Out of hours: 01326 240212; NHS Direct: 111

Vets - Head & Head: 01326 572216 or
Rosemullion: 01326 572596; 9am - 7pm Helston
24/7 Emergency line: 01326 313991; 9am - 7pm Falmouth
Landewednack School: 290337 Mrs. Louise Jones - Head
Mullion School 240098 Mr. Randle
Mobile Library: 0300 1234111 - at Lizard Post Office
9:45am - 10:15am: 4th April 2018

Lifeboat Station - 01326 290451
Bass Point National Coastwatch: 290212
Cornwall Councillor - Carolyn Rule: 240144
MP- Derek Thomas: 020 7219 4435
derek.thomas.mp@parliament.uk
National Trust - Lizard Rangers Office: 291174
Mullion Health Care Car Service 241124
Age UK Voluntary Car Service: 01872 223388
Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Dial-a-Ride Community Minibus: 01872 266384
Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
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What’s on …

Monday: 10am - 11:30am Yoga - Tanya Strike
in the Reading Room: 290931 or 07812 975066
Monday: LAFC Pool 8pm - see fixture list.
Tuesday Market: 10am - 12 noon in the Reading Room:
a variety of stalls: enjoy a coffee/tea & toast/teacake.
Tuesday: 6.30pm Lifeboat exercise training sessions,
which can be watched.
Wednesday: Euchre teaching 8pm onwards - Witchball.
Thursday: LAFC Euchre 8pm.
Thursday: Bell Ringing practice 7.30pm - 9pm.
Landewednack Church: Hedley, tower captain, 290088
Friday: Art Group 2pm - 4.30pm; Chapel school room.
Parish Church Coffee Morning:
First Friday 10.00am - 12 noon
Football Club Members Luncheon Club: 1st Sunday.
Walk and Talk: 1st Sunday at 2pm - meet on The Green;
followed by cup of tea/biscuits & a game of bananagrams!
The Chapel Fund Raiser: First Thursday.
Parish Council Meeting: Second Thursday
7.30pm in the Reading Room.
Football Club Quiz: 3rd Sunday 8pm: 290013
Also: Snooker: Old & new players welcome to join;
please contact Ian McIntosh: 290207

Ballet Classes Thursdays: Jasmine Harvey: 07582 258990
Rainbows - Contact Lynne Chandler: 290681
Brownies - Wednesdays. Contact Joy Prince: 290280
Guides - Michelle Tuckwell: 240041 or Lynne: 290681
Senior Section 14 - 26 Ellie Green: 240408
(Guides & Senior Section meet in Mullion)

5 Beavers - Thursdays 6 - 7pm; page 45 Lesley
lesleyyellowbeaver@gmail.com
Cubs - Wednesdays 5.45 - 7.15pm; Contact - Akela Tracie: 01326 291208; page 44
https://www.facebook.com/groups/lizardscoutgroup/
Scouts - Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.00pm page 43
Contact - Skip - Colin: colindickinson@blueyonder.co.uk

Diary Dates
Good Friday workshop 12 - 3pm for 3 - 15 yr. olds.
290280
Sunday 1st April Easter Day
Sunday 1st April 2pm Children’s Hospice
Southwest Charity Fundraiser 2pm Poldhu; duck
race, stalls etc.
Friday 13th April - Grand Auction for The Lizard
Lifeboat in The Lizard Football Club page 2
Monday 16th April - School restarts
Wednesday 19th April - Carers Support Group,
Helston, 2-4pm see page 12
Sat 28th April - Concert in Ruan Minor Chapel,
page 17

Advance Notice
May 7th and 8th - Landewednack School closed for 2 days
- for Bank Holiday and Flora Day
Saturday 11th August - The Big Breakfast at
Landewednack School for Lizard Lifeboat
Sunday 19th August - Lizard Lifeboat Day
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Primrose Primula Veris

Debra

Primroses are the first roses of spring and represent both
the opening of spring as well as new love. Old tradition
says that if a bunch of flowers is gathered in spring and
held in the hand whilst closing the eyes, one can see
future love. The flower is also said to symbolize purity
and youthfulness. Primroses are very adventurous and
grow wherever they land, whether it be a cow field, an
old stone wall or even the most overgrown of places. The
Celts believed it to be one of the fairy flowers and that it
grew in places where rings of enchantment could be
woven. The Druids made a sacred drink from the flowers
of primroses and used it in their sacred fires to awaken
the spring and give blessings for new crops. It is said
that if you hold primroses in your hand and close your
eyes, you will see new love. Holding a posy of primroses
in your hand can help to find hidden treasures. The
primroses certainly bring hope and sweet colour to the
spring time.
The flowers have been used to make wine from ancient
times. The Romans were particularly good at making a
very strong version. The flowers are also used as a tea
that have sedative qualities. An infusion of the root is
helpful for gout and rheumatism. An ointment made
with the flowers helps with sunburn, skin problems and
is said to take wrinkles away. William Turner, the
sixteenth century herbalist
wrote that primroses mixed
with white wine could be
used to wash the face and
make women fair in the eyes
of the world. He also said
adding it to bath water
would increase beauty.
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In the herbalism of today, the roots and leaves are used
in an infusion for chronic coughs and bronchitis. The root
is also found to slow blood clotting. Teas from the flowers
are used as a sedative helping sleeplessness and
nervousness. The plant is also antispasmodic and antiinflammatory, which could help allergy reactions.
The primroses have a sweetness to them with a delicate
beauty in the softness of their leaves and flowers. It
simply seems to give love to everything that is around it,
announcing the spring with its bright colours. It reminds
me of the quote from Elizabeth
Lawrence - “There is a garden in every
childhood, an enchanted place where
colours are brighter, the air softer, and
the morning more fragrant than ever
again”.
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The Well
There is always a warm friendly welcome waiting for
you at "The Well". We gather in different places to
worship, so please ring to check. We hold to traditional
evangelical Christian values; our gatherings embrace
more of a contemporary, modern, informal, approach to
worship and sharing that is both Spirit led and biblical.

Mike and Liz Tate: 07790 236045

Mike, Liz & Abi welcome you to
Little Trethvas Holidays, Lizard.
Luxury camping in Cornwall is definitely the best way to
enjoy a holiday on the south west coast of England, and at
Little Trethvas we are certain you will have a wonderful
holiday to remember!
It is “glamping and camping”.
We are located close to all of the special places that the
Lizard Peninsula has to offer. With an array of fantastic
beaches, wonderful walks, scrumptious food, scenic drives
through sleepy villages and wooded valleys; you can
embrace all that the Cornish coast has to offer.
We are a small friendly campsite, with two small cottages
and a holiday home with a café and outdoor pizza oven,
all situated on the unique and unspoilt Lizard Peninsula,
an ideal place from which to explore
this wonderful corner of Cornwall.

Email: liz@littletrethvas.co.uk TR12 7AT.
Tel: 01326 290344/07790 236045;
www.littletrethvas.co.uk &
ww.glampinglizard.co.uk
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Did You Know ...…

There are 150 species of chicken. China has the
largest egg production, at about 160 billion eggs
per year. In the US, about 260 million hens
produce more than 65 billion eggs per year. A
hen can lay about 250 eggs per year.

Lizard Filling Station
Little Trethvas Campsite
in the Almond Café TR12 6AT
17th April 2018 from 7pm
Open worship evening.
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Easter/April Quiz
1. Eggs contain all the essential protein, minerals
and vitamins, except which Vitamin?
2. How many grams of protein does 1 large egg
contain; (a) 8; (b) 6; (c) 4.
3. Since the 2000s, which continent produces
almost two-thirds of the world's cocoa, to make
chocolate?
4. How many pieces of silver did Judas trade the
life of Jesus for?
5. Easter always occurs between which two
dates?
6. What was the Jewish feast which was being
celebrated the week Christ was crucified?
7. Which century did chocolate appear in Europe?

Answers to March quiz 1. Who is the Patron Saint of Wales? St David
2. What name is given to a female hare? Jill
3. What vegetable & flower … Wales? Leek, Daffodil
4. Does March have more than one birthstone? Yes - 2,

aquamarine and bloodstone
5. Finish the saying“ March comes in like a ...lion, and

goes out like a lamb
6. In the original Roman calendar, which month was
March? The first month of the year
7. What speed can a hare reach? 50 mph (80 km/h)
8. Is there a solstice or equinox in March? Equinox
9. Born on March 23rd in 1905 which Hollywood legend
was portrayed by Faye Dunaway in the 1981 film ?
Mommie Dearest?? Christina Crawford
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Local Cornish Bar and Restaurant
Come and enjoy a warm welcome at the most southerly
Bar and Restaurant in mainland Britain.
Lunches and Evening Meals - Booking recommended
Open from Midday on Sunday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday
and from 4.30 pm on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

01326 290662 www.witchball.co.uk
Pool Table up and running ...

Weekly Sunday Roast
Tuesday is Two’s Up Tuesday Steak Night
Fresh Fish Friday (all 2 x : - Whitebait £6;
Fish n Chips £10; Nemo Burgers £10;
Catch of the day £20;) 6.30 - 9pm

Saturday Night is
Quiz and Meat Draw Night

Open every day, for Coffee, Breakfasts;
Delicious Pasties,
Freshly made Sandwiches,
Cakes and Ice-Cream
Eat in or Take Away.
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KERNOW CARERS SERVICE
Are you a Carer - do you look after someone?
There are support groups to help you.

You may take care of a loved one, neighbour or
friend, without looking upon yourself as a Carer.
Kernow Carers Service recognises your
contribution and commitment and would like to
offer you support through our Carers’ Forums
which are held throughout Cornwall. As well as
meeting with others in similar situations, you will
have an opportunity to raise any concerns or
issues you may have about the services you and
the person you care for receive.
You will be warmly welcomed at the meetings,
so please come along.

The next meeting of the Helston
Carers Forum will be held in
Helston Community Fire Station
Redruth Road, Helston, TR13 8NR
Thursday 19th April 2018
from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm
For further information please contact:
Chris Watkin, Forum Administrator Cornwall
Rural Community Charity, 2 Princes Street,
Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2ES Telephone: 01872
243531 or e-mail:chris.watkin@cornwallrcc.org.uk
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C of E Church Services - April

Sunday 1st April: Easter Day,
9.30am
Family Communion, St Wynwallow Church
Family Communion, St Ruan Church
11.15am
Sunday 8th:
Holy Communion, St Ruan Church
9.30am
Morning Praise, St Wynwallow Church 11.15

Sun 15th: Holy Communion,
St Wynwallow Church
Holy Communion, St Ruan Church

9.30am
11.15am

Sun 22nd:
Holy Communion, St Ruan Church
9.30am
Family Service, St Wynwallow Church ———
——————————————————— 11.15am
Sun 29th:
United Benefice Taizé Service,
St Wynwallow Church

5pm

Contacts:
Rector: Rev’d Peter Sharpe

01326 280999

Associate Priest: Rev’d Deidre Mackrill

281178

Churchwarden: Ann Bradbury

290719

Do you need help with your Book-keeping & Admin?
Ring Marianna on: 07769037126 or 01326 290227.
Email: plass1901@gmail.com Good hourly rates.
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Fish & Chip Restaurant
& Takeaway
Telephone orders welcome

01326 240540

Churchtown, Mullion TR12 7BZ
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A Challenge! The Answers!
is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in
an aircraft seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu,
keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it
on to some friends.
One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john
boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine
Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it that she mentioned
it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job
of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help
her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot.
That’s a fact. Some people however, will soon find themselves in a
jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalised.
Truthfully, from answers we got, we are forced to admit it usually
takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst.
Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for
the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this puzzle, the Alpha
Delta Philemonade booth set a new sales record. The local paper,
The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this
puzzle was one of the most difficult they have ever seen. As Daniel
Humana humbly puts it, “the books are all right here in plain view
hidden from sight.”
Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from
those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that
books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers.
Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are
normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well
against those who claim to know the answers.
Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus; there really are 30
books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this puzzle, waiting to be
found!
Answers in order of appearance ...
Amos, Mark, Luke, John, Joel, Judges, Job, Hebrews, Esther,
Acts, James, Ruth, Romans, Titus, Matthew, Genesis,
Philemon, Chronicles, Daniel, Nahum, Hosea, Lamentations,
Revelation, Timothy, Samuel, Numbers, Malachi, Peter,
Exodus and Kings. Prizes to Barbara & Margaret - all correct.
“This

And last minute - just as this magazine was about to go to print correct answers from Maureen Carter (prize will be on it’s way!)
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One Cornishman’s Life – Neville Green

I was born in The Lizard, at Bass Point, at home in 1937
to Mary Louise Green and William Theodore Green.
My Father was a Lloyds Signalman and was known
locally as Bill.
I want to tell you about my life, which involved the Life
Saving Apparatus known as the LSA, my time living at
Bass Point and my involvement with HM Coastguard, the
RNLI and most recently, The Lizard Marconi Wireless
Station.
The LSA building was built in 1869 opposite the Chapel,
which incidentally was built in 1864. The LSA building
was known as Rocket Cart House and is now a private
dwelling. This housed a four wheel horse-drawn wagon
which carried the rescue equipment for saving sailors who
became wrecked around our shores. The horses were
supplied by the Richards family of Hellarcher Farm.
The LSA was manned by volunteers from the village.
To name but some of them: the late Stanley Hendy, Cecil
Jose, Herbert Bray, Percy Emment, Herbert Pascoe,
Alfred Williams, James Olivey, Morley King, and Sidney
Watkins. In all there would have been twenty members
and two reserves.
I was subscripted into the Army to complete my
National Service and, upon return in 1960, my late wife,
Joy, and I moved into Carn Hyr bungalow just across the
road from the Rocket Cart House. I was keen to be
involved with local activities and so became a volunteer. I
was put on the waiting list until there was a vacancy, and
after some time the Coastguard Officer in charge at that
time approached me and invited me to attend the next
drill session. So I was enrolled into the Coastguard
Auxiliary Service in 1968.
There were three sections in the company, Rocket, Whips
and Hawser. I was placed in the Rocket section.
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At that time the late Hector Pitman was No. 1 and
fired the rescue rocket, and No.2 was the late Evelyn
Bray, and I became No.3. As time passed Evelyn Bray
became No.1 and myself No.2 until Evelyn retired, and I
then became No.1 and fired the Rocket.
The drill ground was at Lizard Head, and here was
what is known as the “Monkey Pole”, this represented
the mast of a sailing ship and we would fire the Rocket at
it. As we were on level ground not much elevation was
required as the rocket was placed in a launching frame –
however, we did need to allow for wind drift and the
rocket did not always go in a straight line and many a
time we would lose the recovery line over the cliff.
In the event of a ship coming ashore, the rocket would
be fired by one of the team who would secure the block so
the hawser could be pulled towards the endangered ship,
in turn, the whip section would pull out the breeches
buoy and a crew member would be pulled to shore. This
was continued until all were safely rescued and brought
ashore. I can add that in my time this apparatus was
never used, but as far as I can remember I was the last
crew member to fire the rocket from the launching frame
and after this a pistol type was used.
Eventually this equipment was withdrawn and today
we have the CRE which stands for Cliff Rescue
Equipment. A new CRE building was built on the site of
the Coastguard houses at the top of Penmenner Road,
that is where you can now see the Radio Mast. The work
was commenced in July 1967 and completed in October of
the same year. The old LSA store was sold by tender by
The Ministry of Works – there were three tenders made,
one of which being mine, and the highest was accepted
and I became the owner of the former LSA store. At that
time I had my own electrical business and this building
was used as a store and workshop until I sold it on.
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Lloyds Signal Station
Back to where it all started, and a brief history of this
imposing building high on the cliff top. It was built in
1872 by the Fox family from Falmouth, who were
shipping agents, for a cost of 881 pounds, 7 shillings and
11 pennies. It housed an office for the G.P.O. telegraph
and Lloyds of London, there was a submarine cable
terminated here from Bilboa in Spain. Eventually Lloyds
of London took over the building on a 60 year lease which
expired in 1951.
My father, Bill and my mother Mary, lived at Beast
Point, today known as Bass point. There were three
cottages on lease for the staff of the Lloyds Signal
Station. The Station Officer in charge would live in the
ground floor of the signal station. During the war years,
the Station Officer volunteered for service and Bill, my
father, then took the position of Station Officer in charge.
He had other regular staff who were at that time, Bill
Night, Feely Baratt, and Ren Triggs, who lived in the
village.
During the war the station was run by the Royal Navy,
but the staff continued to wear their Lloyds uniform
which is very similar to a navy uniform except the brass
buttons had the Lloyds crest on them (should anyone like
to see one of these buttons I have several in my
possession). My father was not pleased when the
Admiralty made him display a gold ring and curl on the
sleeve of his jacket, but the reason
was because of the R.A.F. and the
Radar Station, the Navy wanted to be
overall in charge (perhaps that’s the
meaning of the senior service!).
See photo in colour on page 63;
to be continued
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Bowdens

Home and Garden promotion starting in the
second week of April until 12th of May.
Many items in store or to order, call to check
availability. Fence paints, Decking Oil,
Planters, Water Butts, Garden Tools, Incinerators, Weed
Killers, Moth Repellent,
Emulsions and Gloss Paints, Fixings (screws/nuts and
bolts etc), Cookware, Cleaning Items,
Washing Lines and more.
Lawn Mowers and Strimmers available to Order.
Find us on Facebook; Bowdens Hardware OR
Phone us on;

01326 572080
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John Harris’s Story
From Shore helper to Vice - President

part 2

As mentioned previously, as a young boy, I would
sometimes be taken out on exercise with the Lifeboat from
Polpeor. If the sea was a bit choppy, as it usually was, my
father would place me underneath the forward canopy,
amongst the ropes and fenders, in order to keep me dry
and safe. I happened to be down the boathouse one day
and there was a relief Lifeboat in the boathouse. In those
days Lifeboats would be taken away every few years for
an overhaul and refit. Also a relief mechanic would travel
with his Lifeboat, to Mashfords boatyard, near Plymouth.
So my Grandfather would ride his motorcycle to Plymouth
every week and come home at weekends, whilst the refit
was going on. I remember riding up Polpeor road on the
back of one of his motorcycles one day.
On one of my visits to the boathouse, the relief mechanic
was speaking to our station Lifeboat, as it was returning
to Polpeor from Plymouth. After he had finished, he
handed me the microphone and told me what to say. At
home in The Lizard Village, my parents had the radio
tuned in to
the medium
frequency
and heard
this schoolboy’s voice
coming over
the radio, and
of course they
knew who it
was.
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Many years later on one of my visits to the Scilly
Isles, I met Lesley Mashford and he remembered my
Grandfather riding his motorcycle to and from Plymouth.
Towards the end of the 1950’s, the then Lifeboat was
coming to the end of its working life, usually 25 years, so
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) decided
that we needed both an upgrade of Lifeboat and Station.
To operate a larger Lifeboat was not possible at Polpeor
because of the shallow water at low tide; also a larger
Lifeboat could not be hauled up the beach after returning
from sea. Operating and recovery at Polpeor could be a
dangerous operation with a Southwesterly gale blowing,
plus it is a narrow channel between rocks to navigate at
night. So it was decided to look for an alternative launch
site.
Local fishermen were aware of a sheltered cove to the
south of Church Cove where the sea was often calmer in
most weather conditions which faces North East, away
from the prevailing South Westerly gales. Also, there was
deep water at all states of tide, making launching and
recovering a larger Lifeboat easier.
Construction of the new (now old) Lifeboat Station at
Kilcobben Cove, started in 1959 and the then new
Lifeboat, arrived in October 1960. This Lifeboat was 11
feet longer and twice the weight, at 28 Tons, of her
predecessor, “Duke of York”. This station was officially
opened and the Lifeboat named, “The Duke of Cornwall”
by H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh on 7th July 1961.
On 23rd July 1962, I was a youngster standing on the
cliff watching the Lifeboat launch which made history,
when it was featured in the first ever television
programme to be transmitted live via Telstar from this
country to the continents of North America and Europe.
to be continued
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Some in this group have been identified as William Stephens, Maurice Stephens, Alfred
Menheir, Bert Jane and possibly Percy Harding.
Any memories, please - what outing was it?
Snow snaps including the
new Lizard snow sport!
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Hattons - Spar, Mullion
Churchtown

Convenience Store with

in-store Bakery;
Local Bread and Pasties;
Wines, Beers and Spirits;
Fresh Fruit and Veg daily.
Free money withdrawals

Opening hours 06:00 - 21:00
7 days a week.
Prop: Mark and Di - 240271
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Coast Cleaning Services

coastcleaning736@gmail.com
Professional Cleaning
Service; fully insured for
all your domestic and
commercial cleaning.
Please call

07856 209515

The Village Restaurant
Mullion

01326241007

Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 6.30pm

Winter Spice Take Away
Fresh Fish, Seafood and Steaks
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 6pm
Mexican Chicken Mole…. hot and spicy chicken
breast flavoured with bitter chocolate and chipotle
Green Thai Fish Curry…. fresh tastes of chilli,
coconut, coriander and limes with a kick of
lemon grass. Local fish, prawns and calamari
Chili Con Carne…. Mexican spicy beef
with kidney beams..... expect hot
Chicken Jalfrezi.... stir-fried chicken breast
in hot spices with home-made curry sauce
Vegetable Korma…. lightly spiced but highly
flavoured with fragrant spices and coconut
served with savoury rice

£9.00

£9.50

£9.00
£9.00
£8.00
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Please don’t speed in our village

The difference of a few miles per hour can mean the
difference between life and death. If you kill or injure
someone whilst speeding, you will have to live with the
long-term emotional consequences. Please think about it!
Cheryl, Peter & the Team Welcome You to Mounts Bay
Serving Delicious Homemade Food and
Quality Local Ales, Spirits and Wines.
Food served 12 to 2pm & 6 to 9pm: Mon to Saturday
Our Popular Sunday Roast & Menu is served every
Sunday 12 to 2.30pm and 6 to 8.30pm
Bar open all day, also serving Cornish Coffee & Cookies

Families are very welcome;
Enclosed Rear Beer Garden & Sun Deck.
01326 240221 Mullion, TR112 7HN
www.mountsbaymullion.co.uk Enquiries@mountsbaymullion.co.uk
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Landewednack School
& Little Lizards Nursery

Snow! Many of our children haven’t even seen snow, so
imagine just how delighted they all were on the last day
of February and the first day of March! To ensure the
safety of our children and staff, and like so many head
teachers up and down the country, Mrs Jones took the
decision to close the school and Little Lizards when the
“Beast from the East” came to The Lizard village. Upon
their return to school the children couldn’t wait to tell us
how many snowmen they had built and how many
snowballs had been thrown! A truly exciting time for us
all, and one which we may have to wait many more years
for before The Lizard sees that much snow again. Having
said that, as I write this another blizzard has just
entered The Lizard village…………….
A week later than it should have taken place, the
children celebrated World Book Day in style by dressing
as their favourite book character for the day. Harry
Potter, Gansta Granny, Mr Bump and Fantastic Mr Fox
were just some of the many characters to come to school
on Friday 9th March. Even The Gruffalo and The Hungry
Caterpillar were spotted playing with the Little Lizards!
(See photos on back page)
Children in years 5 & 6 from
Kittiwakes class are busy preparing for their SATS tests
which take place in May. However, soon after they have
been completed the children will be packing their bags to
go to Butlin’s in Somerset for their annual residential
trip away. To help pay for the coach that will transport
the children to and from Minehead they were keen to
hold a fundraising event, with the proceeds going to help
cover the cost. The children organised an afternoon of
fun and games with stalls and refreshments in the school
hall and were thrilled to raise £307.00. Grateful thanks
to everyone who came along and supported the event.

29 The Little
Lizards weekly
Toddler Group
sessions are
continuing to
thrive. Now led by
Danielle Legge, it
is wonderful to
welcome so many
children and their
parents to the
group. The
sessions take place every Wednesday morning
during term time from 9.30am - 11am. All babies,
toddlers and pre-school children are welcome to come
along during the morning.
Staff in Little Lizards will be hosting their Easter
Holiday Club, please ring or call in for more details.
There will be no Toddler Group during the Easter break.
The children return to school and Little Lizards on
Monday 16th April after their Easter holiday.
Lyndsay Bray Landewednack School: 01326 290337
Little Lizards Nursery: 01326 290066
www.landewednack.cornwall.sch.uk

Sam James
Plumbing and Heating
* Friendly Local Plumber
* Complete Bathroom Installations
* Central Heating systems installed and maintained

All Plumbing work undertaken
* Fully Qualified and insured

Ring me on 07896674084
or at home in Ruan Minor 01326 290276
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Weekly Tuesday
Market, in the
Reading Room, from
10 am until 11.45;
a good variety of stalls,
and a raffle (with some
super prizes) as well as
refreshments;
pop in and see!
John’s pottery
is sold for
school funds.

Warm &
Friendly
Salon
Tel: 01326 240544

HEADCASE
Churchtown
Mullion TR12 7HQ
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The Lizard Post Office

Inland & world postal services; Euro currency in stock;
Stamps; Philatelic products; Bill payments; Meter key
recharging; debit cards; other currencies to order, usually
next-day service; Phone top-ups; Rod licences; Postal
orders; One-4-all gift vouchers & cards; Banking facilities
for major U.K. banks; “Free” cash withdrawals on most
U.K. MoneyGram.

The Shop
Comprehensive range of stationery; Gifts; Toys;
Batteries; Candles; Local maps and books; Greetings
cards; Souvenir tea-towels; Pens & markers; Gift wrap;
Padded envelopes & packaging.
Len and Lynda Trott

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS
Successfully selling homes on the
Lizard Peninsula and surrounding areas

If 2018 is the year for a move please
do not hesitate to contact us for a free,
no obligation Market Appraisal.
Or if looking to purchase a property
and would like to be added to our mailing list.
MULLION (01326) 241501 HELSTON (01326) 565566
PORTHLEVEN (01326) 573737
www.christophers.uk.com www.rightmove.co.uk
Email sales@christophers.uk.com
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Our Post Office

Sue has asked me to produce an update on the current
position regarding The Lizard Post Office, so perhaps I
should start with a brief history explaining how we have
arrived in this position. Sub Post Offices, of which there
were then some 11,500 around the Country, have always
been privately-owned businesses, the Sub Postmaster
being a Self-Employed Agent under a 2-tier type of
Contract made up from a commission-based payment
plus a "Core-tier" payment. The Core-tier payment was
necessary since commission alone would not provide
sufficient income to support a viable business, and the
Government similarly subsidised POL (Post Office Ltd.)
so that it also could survive. Shortly after the Coalition
Government came into power, the Business Secretary
(Vince Cable) suggested that the Taxpayer should no
longer subsidise The Post Office, and so the "Network
Transformation" (NT) plan came into being.
The plan was that the Post Office would no longer
provide the main income for the business, and
the traditional Sub Office would be replaced by a new
model "Main" or "Local" located in an existing viable
business; there would no longer be a Core-tier payment so
Post Office would no longer be the main source of
income. The existing Sub Postmaster would be expected
to leave the network with a compensation payment, also
funded by the Government. The initial target was to
convert 6,500 Offices to one or other of the new models,
leaving 5,000 traditional Sub Offices. After some 2 or 3
years, it was decided to extend the programme to include
ALL Sub Offices, including The Lizard. All Sub
Postmasters were asked to sign a "Conditional Notice of
Resignation" stating that they would be prepared to leave
the network, with a compensation payment, provided a
suitable site could be found for relocation of the

33 Office. This option would have suited us very well as
we had been wanting to retire anyway! There are very
strict criteria laid down by the Government which have
to be met by any prospective relocation site, and sadly
nobody in the Village seems prepared to take it on under
these conditions for the salary on offer.
The Programme was scheduled to end on 31st March
2018, and the Conditional Notice was
renewed annually several times. As late as last
September, we were told there were no plans in place
beyond 31st March for the remaining 400 to 500 "No
Solution" Offices such as The Lizard, so we had no idea of
what the future might hold beyond this month. Just
before Christmas, the Government announced another
£370 million investment in the Post Office over the next
3 years, some of this to be used "to support the Rural
Network". We will now be able to continue under our
existing contracts as long as we are prepared to continue
signing the same "Conditional Notice", initially until 31st
March 2019, with a further option to renew until March
2021, and we will still receive the compensation
providing that a suitable alternative site can be
found. If, during that time, we decide to resign and
retire, we will not receive a penny.
So nothing has changed, they have simply shelved the
problem and side-lined the "No Solution" Offices for 3
years, presumably hoping that "Natural Wastage" will
reduce the extent of the problem by then.
Lynda and I are stuck between a rock and a hard
place. We cannot sell the premises on as a Post Office,
the Contract ends when I resign and will not be renewed
under the same terms. Our retirement fund would
have been what we could sell the business on for, but
that option has been taken away. We cannot afford to
retire without the compensation, and apart from my
age, we both have health problems which are making it

34 harder to continue. Having worked through the "Dead
Loss" period from Christmas to Easter, when we are out
of pocket every week, we need to work through the
season in order to (hopefully) recoup some of that loss, so
we intend to keep going to the end of the season. We will
weigh up the options again nearer then. We recently
attended a meeting of the Federation of Sub Postmasters,
and it was pointed out that it is all very well blaming the
Post Office for the current situation, but they are only
doing what the Government tells them to do and they
have very little more choice than we do. It is still the
government who are financing the continuing
compensation packages and the relocation costs. Unless
someone comes up with premises which meet the same
criteria as before, the only way forward for Sub
Postmasters and Parish Councils still facing the same
stalemate situation might be to put pressure on their
local M.P. to intervene on their behalf to help find a
solution. I believe the Parish Clerk has already been in
contact with Derek Thomas, and Lynda and I will
hopefully be meeting him soon together with
Councillors. I promise you all we will be doing our best
to find a solution, both for ourselves and for the Village.
Len and Lynda Trott.
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36A big thank-you to the Evergreen Ladies (& Gent)

A regular act of kindness, started many years ago by
Mrs. Turnpenny, who offered tea and cakes to the elderly
once a week at her home in Morwenna, is a tradition still
carried on today on The Lizard. The only difference being
that the tea and cakes have in the meantime evolved into
a 2-course, homecooked, midday
meal followed by a
cup of tea - served
once a week during
the winter months
at the Football Club to the elderly citizens of The Lizard.
The guests are not only served a very hearty meal for
only £4, but they all take part in a free raffle afterwards
and can take their winnings home with them. Sometimes
games are played, sometimes there is entertainment.
(See photos at the end of the next page! )

The work involved for the organisers and helpers is not
just a small matter, but requires working out a rota of
menus, buying the right amount of food, cooking and
serving it on time, then clearing away and washing up all
the saucepans and dishes ready for the next week. It is
the local pubs and restaurants (e.g. Witchball, Peter
Hendy, Anne's Pasties) that help out with the cooking of
larger meat joints. The facilities at the football club
aren't quite adequate for that. This is also a great help
time-wise! They do it free of charge! Otherwise the ladies

37 do all the cooking of the
vegetables and smaller
meat dishes like
shepherd's pie or sausages
themselves at the football
club.
So thank-you, Ladies, for
all your kind and selfless
work, which is very much
appreciated by all those at
the receiving end. And who
are these Angels? Well, we
don’t want to embarrass
them by mentioning any names, so just take a look at the
pictures and see for yourselves! Vivien.
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* * Hot

Stone Massage
* * Aromatherapy Massage
* * Swedish Massage
* * Pregnancy Massage
* * Indian Head Massage
* * Reflexology *Reiki *Waxing
* * Manicures *Pedicures *Facials
* * Eyelash and Eyebrow Tinting

“A beautifully
presented,
friendly and
welcoming
salon offering a
Please contact Melanie or Christine for
range of
more information or to book appointment
treatments.”
Open Tuesday - Friday: 9.30 - 5.00; Saturday 9.30 - 1.00
Loyalty Cards &
Gift Vouchers

Pure Bliss Churchtown, Mullion, TR127B Y
www.pureblissmullion.co.uk
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Lizard Argyle
Football Club.
New Membership is
welcomed Year round

£8 to renew £10 for new members;
Also available Lifetime Membership for £100

Entertainment
21st The Olives
22nd Quiz

Football fixtures
MP Drop in session will be on 21st from 10am 1pm Derek Thomas will be here 11am-12pm. We will
also be kicking off our fundraising to improve our
facilities at the club
Football fixtures are
7th Firsts home to Halsetown; Seconds away to Madron
10th Seconds away to Penzance;
11th Firsts away to Mawgan;
14th Firsts away to St Day res; seconds away to Hayle res
18th away to Constantine res;
21st Firsts Home to Stithians;
28th Firsts away to Stithians;
seconds Home to Praze an Beeble

To hire the club for functions and for any
information please contact Angie on
01326241168 or 07970367380
or check out our Web page.
Sky Sports and BT Sports showing daily.

40

Lizard District Rainbows and Guides

We are delighted that on Saturday at the Annual Cornwall
Guiding Award Day, two of our District Leaders will receive
awards for Long or Good Service.
Brown Owl, Joy Prince, as well as receiving a Region
Compass award last Sept, will receive a 50 years brooch for
having been a Leader with Girlguiding for that time.
Well Done Joy, only two awarded this year.
Puffin, who has been a Guide Leader for only eight years,
has taken on an extra role with Girlguiding Cornwall so will
receive a Good Service Award. Thank you Michelle.
Rainbows have had a talk from ‘Cats Protection’ and learnt
how to take care of a cat and what makes them cross.
‘Hedgehog Rescue’ also visited and the girls were thrilled to
see and touch a hedgehog. The hedgehog was due to be
released soon having recovered from ill health. We hope to
see some baby hedgehogs later in the year. Thanks to those
organisations for their work. In between visits we also
planted seeds for Mothering Sunday and welcomed a new
Rainbow. We will lose 5 girls to Brownies after the holidays.
We are now looking forward to a chocolate event before
Easter! Chocolate nests and an egg hunt.
After the success of one Patrol’s Chinese evening, the other
three patrols have accepted the challenge to run an evening
each and are getting their plans in place for after half term.
They have also been doing some activities to demonstrate
the meaning of our Promise. The younger girls have been
doing a sewing project and the older ones cooking some
macaroni cheese for everyone, and then eating it. Mothers
were not forgotten and an elaborate card tea cup and saucer
were made. We are expecting some Brownies to join us next
term when they are 10.
Lynne Chandler
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1st Landewednack Brownies

Our last meeting in February had to be cancelled due to
inclement weather, so we had to revise our plans for the
Mothering Sunday craft which had been planned (at
least we are ready for next year!) as we now only had one
week to prepare and not the two we had set aside. The
girls all made decorative card baskets containing
chocolates. We hope the chocolates reached Mums! Our
next week was give over to practising for Truro Music
Festival. We had to provide a selection of camp fire songs
lasting eight minutes. We began with the traditional
opener for all Scout and Guide camp fires 'Camp fire's
burning' then went into five songs based on animals/
birds which showcased two part singing in some, before
finishing with again the traditional end song ' Go well
and Safely' which faded as the girls left the stage area
until three remaining Brownies sang the last line and
the repeat on their own. We had taken our model
campfire complete with lighting effects to reproduce as
far as possible an actual camp fire. Each song was
introduced by a different girl and the adjudicator was
very complimentary about them. We achieved 82 marks
out of a hundred and so brought the trophy back to the
village for the eighth time in a row. Well done to all the
Brownies who came to Truro, thank you to parents who
transported and supported us, but most of all' Thank
you' Tawny Owl for teaching the Brownies the songs and
conducting on the night. The term will finish with Easter
games and crafts for the last two weeks, then after the
Easter break we will begin the Animal Lover badge.
Brown Owl. Joy Prince.
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As a “Thank you” to Tristan for starting/inspiring our
new Scouts, Cubs and Beavers, on his birthday the cubs
all sang to him whilst he blew out his candles.
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1st Lizard Scouts
This month people in the local community with different
skills have given up their time to work with the Scouts. We
have visited Mullion Fire Station and completed our Fire
Safety badge. David and John have taught some wood
carving skills and are coming back again as we enjoyed it so
much. We had a tour of the Lifeboat Station and learnt to
respect the water and Bernice is teaching us CPR and how
to use the Defibrillators in the village. The scouts are a
great bunch of young people and are enjoying our varied
programme and it’s fantastic seeing the group developing
into a team. Thank you to everyone who has helped this
term. Rona Amiss TR12 7NL; 01326 290122
twitter: @organicduck
Facebook/
tregullasfarm
Photos of trips to the
Fire station and the
Lifeboat Station.
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1st Lizard Cubs

The Cubs have worked very hard and
have many badges already (see photos above). We
have started looking at the World Faiths and
the Animal Care badges; they both have a lot
of work to complete them. The Cubs must look
after a pet or farm animal for 2 months, so
that will be fun! The Cubs made a ‘Thank you’
card for Sainsburys, who donated lots of items for our first
fund raiser.
In the last couple of weeks before Easter, we are having a
craft night, hopefully a night looking at woodcraft and
whittling, and a two days camp in Redruth is planned for
after Easter.
Five more Cubs have joined
the pack and they have all,
now, been invested.
Next term we are hoping the
weather will be better, so
we can get outside more!
Raksha (Alison), Assistant
Cub Leader and Akela.

45

1st Lizard Beavers

1st Lizard Beavers have had a brilliant time getting to
know each other and learn their promise ready to be
invested. First the beavers had to choose lodge names,
they are orange foxes, blue whales and green woodpeckers
and are forming good teams working together on tasks
understanding the true values of being
a beaver - the main one is to have fun.
The beavers made gifts and cards for
mother’s day, they were challenged to
build a bridge between two chairs just
using lollipop sticks, straws, paper and
tape; they did a fantastic job and it was
really tense when testing if we
could balance a toy car
on them. (see photo above)
Our trip to the Lifeboat
station on 20th March,
was a huge success. We were
told lots about the Lifeboat and listened to the pager
noise, which calls the crew to action, amongst
other information. Their fun trying helmets and
wellies on was clear as was their good
behaviour! (more photos page53). We are going to
be making nests, decorating eggs, learning
about Easter and going on an egg hunt as
part of celebrating Easter. We have a busy
programme ready for next term, working towards
many badges and mainly having lots of FUN.
If you would like more information about beavers
please email: lesleyyellowbeaver@gmail.com
Yellow Beaver, Lesley van Kesteren & Rikki Tikki Tavi
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Chapel News.

Unfortunately the weather has been against the
workmen tasked to repair the roof and so we are still
having Services in the back room. The weather also was
responsible for the cancellation of March's Soup and
Sweet event. We had to make a decision to cancel rather
than put people at risk by them venturing out with so
much snow on the ground. Apologies to any who did not
get the message!
The next Soup and Sweet will be on Thursday 5th April,
please join us for food, and a chat.
Services for April will be as follows;
1st April, led by Dr Russel Blacker (this will also be
Sunday Sundae for young people of any age),
8th April, Holy Communion led by our Minister Rev.
Fran Lane,
15th April led by Mrs Stephanie Gordon,
22nd April, again Holy Communion led by our
Superintendent Minister , Rev. Danny Reed and
29th April led by Mrs Pauline Reed.
All our Services start at 11-00 am and are followed by
coffee and biscuits. All are welcome.
Joy Prince.
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Ruan Minor Store

Just a selection of
our latest offers there’s something for
everyone and just a short walk away!
As always, Euro currency is available on demand
and other currencies, if ordered before 2pm, can
be collected the following day. Please remember
your passport or driving licence if you wish to
pay for your currency with a card. You will also
need to retain the receipt if you wish to return
any currency other than Euros.
DON’T FORGET, THE SHOP AND CAFÉ ARE
BOTH OPEN UNTIL 4PM ON SUNDAYS NOW
RELAX WITH A NEWSPAPER AND A BEER,
OLIVES AND FIZZ, OR COME AND WARM UP
WITH A HOT DRINK AFTER A BRACING WALK!

01326 290138
Open 8am - 7pm Monday-Saturday; 9am - 4pm Sunday
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Love
Love in this world, is a memorable thing;
it comes from the heart of a man.
But love that returns, is a beautiful thing.
It’s part of a wonderful plan.

When mankind on this earth, is lost and forlorn;
what he needs is a love that can be reborn;
like the leaves on the trees,
like the flowers that he sees.
Love in this world is a memorable thing;
It comes from the heart of a man;
But the love that returns is a beautiful thing;
It’s part of a wonderful plan.
Barbara

Chris Allen 291312 or 078555 22471.
Dog Walking; Feeding Cats, Chickens etc.
Local and available at short notice

Bed and Breakfast: Atlantic House,
Pentreath Lane, The Lizard TR12 7NY
Janet and Michael welcome guests to
their very special B & B all year round.
There are generously discounted rates
for Autumn, Winter and Spring.

4* Gold AA rating. Read our superb
reviews on Trip Advisor!

Website: https://atlantichouselizard.co.uk

email: atlantichse@btinternet.com

01326 290399
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Lizard Argyle U18 Football Team

With the weather continuing to hamper all football
matches, and as we approach April, the U18s have only
managed to play one league fixture so far this year
against Rosudgeon 18. A home win on Sunday 25th
February is the only match that has taken place for the
Lizard boys since before Christmas. We have gone from
waterlogged pitches to frozen ones! Get well soon to Jake
Walters, who suffered a spiral fracture on his ankle
during the match, resulting in a trip to A&E!
With a League Cup fixture postponed during March
and with it still to play, Easter Sunday is the next league
match for the Lizard U18s when they welcome Newquay
U18s to Beacon Terrace.
The season continues with the following league fixtures:
1.4.18 – Home to Newquay U18s
15.4.18 – Away to Leedstown Leopards
22.4.18 – Home to St Agnes AFC U18s
9.5.18 – Away to Falmouth Utd U18
20.5.18 – Away to Godolphin Lightning
The League Cup 1st Round
Away to Truro City Youth U18 Devils – date tbc
All fixtures are subject to change and (dependent upon
the weather) not usually until the morning of the match!
The team wishes
to thank everyone
for their continued
support and
attendance at all
of their matches.
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Help Lizard become “Plastic Free” …
Retallacks are happy for you to bring your own
container in which to collect your meat.
Who else can help keep our village being the best?
Please pick up after your dog and use the bins.

Norbert Varga
Domestic Electrician

Rewires,

April 18th
onwards
Wednesday
groups will be
held at Cury
Village Hall,
not Mullion FC

New Builds, Extensions
- Consumer Unit Upgrades
- Showers, Cookers, Heating
- Sockets & Telephone points
- Internal/External lighting
Testing & Inspecting
Computer networking

FREE QUOTATION
Tel: 01326 241657
Mob: 07496 067325
varga_norbert1984@yahoo.com

290400
Open 6 days
a week,
from 9.30 am.
Closed Mondays.
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The Lizard Lifeboat

Members of our fundraising team have been busy
organising a grand auction which will take place in
The Lizard Football Club on Friday 13th April
from7.30pm. Promising to be an enjoyable evening,
organisers of the event wish to thank those who have
already pledged items to be auctioned. Mr John
Trewin will be our auctioneer for the evening and we
hope everyone will join us. Other events taking
place this year include The Big Breakfast on
Saturday 11th August at Landewednack School and
Lizard Lifeboat Day on Sunday 19th August.
Recent poor weather conditions required some of our
team to carry out some essential maintenance to the
slipway and to also clear it of masses of seaweed that
had been washed
over leaving it very
dangerous should
the lifeboat had
been required to
launch. Video
footage of this task
is also on our
Facebook page and
received over 400
“Likes” and some
very complementary reviews!
We were delighted to welcome The 1st Lizard Beavers
group amongst our visitors to the station on the
evening of Tuesday 20th March. We hope they
enjoyed their visit and watching the lifeboat launch
on exercise.

53 We currently await our

second launch on service of
the year but meanwhile
operational commitments
permitting the crew and
shore crew continue to carry
out their weekly exercise
training sessions on a
Tuesday evening. Visitors
are welcome to watch the
lifeboat launch at 6.30pm.
Up to date information,
photographs and events including details on the
RNLI’s Respect the Water campaign can be found on
the station’s website, Facebook and Twitter pages.
We thank you all for your continued support.

Lyndsay Bray
Lifeboat Press Officer
The Lizard Lifeboat Station – 01326 290451
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The Way We Were

“1946-7 - One of the snowiest winters of the 20th
century, at its heaviest in January 1947, reaching as
far south as the South West and the Scilly Isles”

“The Great Blizzard of 1891, as it is often referred to,
claimed the lives of over 200 people and thousands of farm
animals also perished. Many people were trapped for days
in the snow. Reports say that up to ten trains vanished
under the drifts, trapping passengers for days before being
rescued.
The gales also led to the sinking of dozens of ships in the
English Channel”.
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Researching our winter weather, especially snowfall at
The Lizard, and Cornwall in general, was like looking for
a needle in a haystack – we seem to be the “forgotten
County” when it comes to reporting events such as the
very significant snowfalls we sometimes experience. Tons
of material about the Midlands, the North, the Home
Counties, and London, is easily found, including pictures
of course. I was born in 1947 so my memories of that
winter are non-existent, but I do remember my Mum and
Grandmother often reminiscing about it. Wherever you
were though, who of the “oldies” amongst us can forget the
everlasting winter of 1963, when the whole of Britain was
covered in snow and ice, with freezing temperatures from
December to April! I am so glad we had our “Blizzard at
The Lizard” last month I know it can be difficult
for some, especially our
farmers and emergency
services, but fortunately
it didn’t last too long
and it was so good to see
the children, some of
whom
have
never
experienced a significant
snow-fall,
enjoying
themselves. Time off
school in term-time,
jumping into drifts and
sledging on surf boards,
what can be better than
that?
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Mullion Mechanics
Full Workshop Facilities
Servicing to all Petrol & Diesel Vehicles
Air-Conditioning Servicing & Repairs;
ECU & ABS Fault Code Reading
General Vehicle Repairs MOT Repairs Exhausts

01326 240620 07977 596366
Tregullas Farmshop
& Tearoom
Open daily from
28th March 10am-4pm
Local produce,
Home made cakes,
Cream teas & light lunches
*NEW refill Ecover liquids
and plastic free shopping.
Rona Amiss Tregullas Farm
The Lizard Cornwall

TR12 7NL 01326 290122
www.tregullasfarm.co.uk
twitter: @organicduck

Facebook/tregullasfarm
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www.lizard-lives.uk
All contributions/adverts for Lizard Lives please
email to: sue@randswheeler.plus.com
or drop into Chapel House. Sue: 290045
Would you like an advert in Lizard Lives?
We have 11 magazines a year; monthly charges are £20 - full page: £10 - half page:
£5 - quarter page: £2 - three lines.
From 2018, discount for advertisers who pay
in advance, pay for 10 months, get 11th month free.

Deadline - 20th of each month.
If you receive more than one copy of Lizard Lives through
your door by mistake, or don’t get one at all, please could
you let us know; and/or drop the spare one or collect a
free one at Jeremy’s Steps shop or the Post Office.
Many thanks to all the distributers, for their sterling job
delivering from door to door. If anyone else would like to
help, do get in touch; Sue 290045; thank you very much.

Mullion Health Voluntary Cars
A door-to-door car service to Hospitals, doctors’
surgeries and other health related appointments,
for those unable to access public transport.

Please call 01326 241124
Monday - Friday
between 8am - 6pm;
if possible 1 or 2 days prior to journey.
Please make use of our answering service.
John Holden
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The Lizard Lifeboat Visitor Centre News

Meteorologically speaking, what an awful start to the
year it has been so far and to say that January was ‘wet
and windy’ is a truly gross understatement. However, it
did not stop our visitors coming to the boathouse and I
am delighted (if somewhat surprised) to be able to say
that visitor numbers in January were up over last year.
As we all know, February continued in the same vein
(with the added attraction of a little bit of snow) and only
the hardiest of visitors braved the conditions to come to
see us during that period.
We were very pleased to introduce A NEW ATTRACTION
to the Kilcobben Cove Visitor Centre in February. With
the help of GEOFF SQUIBB and his wonderful
photographic skills we now have a digital display telling
the story of the building of our fantastic new Station.
Over 500 photographs covering the period of the
demolition of the old boathouse to the opening of the
magnificent new Station are on permanent display and
tell an inspiring story of how such an incredible civil
engineering project was completed.
It is little wonder that, along with the Eden Project, our
Lizard Lifeboat Station was included in the global list
created by the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) of the
top 200 most influential projects to shape the world and
transform people’s lives. Richard Fish, Chairman of ICE
South West, said that “the Lizard Lifeboat is a vital part
of the RNLI’s role in keeping our waters safe.” He went
on to add, “..... Yet this station is much more than a shed
and a slipway. Its reconstruction in 2011 was a major
civil engineering project and a logistical challenge as well
as a modern building in a spectacular setting.”
It certainly is all of that and more!!
Geoff Squibb’s collection of photographs show how it was
all done and demonstrate the dramatic and spectacular
changes that took place during the period of

61 reconstruction, culminating in the creation of a
wonderful new home for the MIGHTY ROSE and her
crews.
To whet your appetite see the following colour pages for
just a few of Geoff’s photographs that visitors will be able
to enjoy.
Did you spot
January’s DM??? It
wasn’t
Denmark at all it
was .....
SWITZERLAND.
Eleven people
got in
touch with me to claim their prize (plus
several from ‘Team Lizard’ who weren’t
eligible). The first person to claim,
spotted the DM on-line and then
phoned to claim her prize. It was a lady
from Leicestershire and she will call in
when down on holiday later in the year
to claim her Lizard Lifeboat bear.
This month in 1903 saw the arrival at Polpeor Cove of
the Lizard Station’s new lifeboat, RNLB Admiral Sir
George Back. The boat was built at the Thames
Ironworks, Blackwall, and being, at that time, the latest
design in lifeboats, she was a 35 foot, 10-oared, selfrighting boat. Later in her service, on 17th and 18th
March 1907, she was involved in the historic rescue of the
passengers and crew of the White Star liner, SS Suevic,
which was en route from Australia to Liverpool when she
ran aground on the infamous Maenheere Rocks, a
quarter mile off Lizard Point.
The events of the SS SUEVIC rescue are much chronicled
and the service of the lifeboats and crews involved in the
horrendous conditions that prevailed during the two-day
action are, indeed, legendary in the history of RNLI
service. Photos pages 62 and 63
David Gascoigne, Visitor Centre Manager
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THE BOAT’S VOLUNTEER
CREW ARE PROUDLY
PHOTOGRAPHED WITH
THEIR NEW BOAT.

SS SUEVIC AGROUND
ON THE MAENHEERE
ROCKS
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Neville Green’s Father’s Lloyds Uniform
cap badge, lapel pins & buttons. page 18
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Kittiwakes Class
displaying the
total raised
towards their
coach journey to
Butlin's in June.

